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F 
irst of all I would like to thank the readers for the 
positive feedback that I received from the last  
article.  Those that read that article may remember 

that I highlighted a security risk with the locks on uPVC, 
Composite & Patio doors. These types of door rely on a 
device called a Euro-cylinder to activate the locking mecha-
nism. 90% of Euro-cylinders are vulnerable to  
attack because they can be snapped off with very little 
force. Burglars have now cottoned onto this problem & are 
using it break into houses in seconds. In fact the issue has become that widespread in Yorkshire, the  
police have  issued a notice, warning the public about this problem. This problem is compounded if the door 
is fitted with a cylinder that is too long for the door. The photographs below help illustrate this problem.  

Home Security Advice 

 

 
 

Poorly sized Euro-cylinder – This  
cylinder protrudes approximately 10mm 

away from the handle plate. 

X VERY HIGH RISK  

This cylinder can be snapped very  
easily. This should be changed to a 
 flush fitting or Snap-Safe cylinder  

immediately.  

Poorly sized Euro-cylinder – This lock 
protrudes approximately 5mm away 

from the handle plate. 

 X HIGH RISK  

Better, but still a high risk, locks should 
NOT protrude more than 3mm past the 
handle plate – Consider changing to a 

flush fitting or Snap safe cylinder ASAP 

Correctly sized Euro-cylinder – This lock 
sits flush to the handle plate. 

! MEDIUM RISK  

This lock has been correctly sized for 
the door, however there is still a risk 

because the lock will still protrude if the 
handle is removed.  

 

HIGH SECURITY SNAP-SAFE 
Euro-cylinder fitted. 

 LOW RISK  

These Euro-cylinders have been de-
signed to snap at a safe point which 

helps prevent a burglar from accessing 
the locking mechanism. 
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As you can see from the photographs, the more the cylinder protrudes, the easier it is for a burglar to 
snap it off. The standard recommendation is that the cylinder should not protrude more than 3 mm away 
from the handle plate. If it does then it should be swapped with a lock that fits flush to the handle plate or 
swapped for a High Security Snap-safe Cylinder. These locks are designed to snap at a safe point which 
stops a burglar gaining access to the locking mechanism & helps prevent them entering your home. 
 

To find out more about Snap-safe cylinders or talk about other ways of protecting your homes, call 
ARVCO Locksmith Services FREE on 0800 285 177 or visit our Website at  

www.arvcolocksmith.co.uk  

ARVCO – Making Your Home Secure  

ARVCO Locksmith Services 

 

Making Your Home Secure  
 
ARVCO are a Locksmith Company based in Tipton that believes customer  

service always comes first. Our Aim is to provide a high level of service at an 

affordable price. All our Engineers undergo a CRB (Police) check & carry an 

identification card. We are also a member of the National Network of  

Approved Locksmiths & we have carried out work for both Walsall &  

Wolverhampton Councils. 
 

Services Available – 
 24 Hour Emergency Call out (Including W/E & Bank Holidays). 

 Locks / Doors Opened. 

 Locks Repaired / Replaced. 

 Security Upgrades. 

 Alarms Supplied & Fitted. 

 FREE Security Surveys.  

 UPVC Multi-Point Lock Specialist 

 Door Furniture Fitting (door handles, letter boxes etc.) 
 

For further information how we can help,  

Call FREE on 0800 285 1777 or visit our Website - 

www.arvcolocksmith.co.uk 

Fast Response 
No Call out 

Charge! 

20% off  
All Security Upgrades 

 Valid until 01/01/12 
Quote BCCV2 

Fixed Price  
Jobs! 

We DON’T 
Charge VAT! 

http://www.arvcolocksmith.co.uk/



